NightShade's Keepers:

Herbalist tried to use her skin as a healing agent, after removal from her. Good thing it didn't work.

Slayer of vampires found her blood to be of little use

Alchemist had been overcome by wanting of her and paid with his life.

Assassin, the betrayer Tyralor, gave her not what she longed for, neither complete intimacy nor the peace of death.

But, she seems destined for the Necromancer, where her life as NightShade began and perhaps where it will finally end or begin again. :)

In a way, she might not mind the Healer (Elmduir) as a Keeper.

Antidote for NightShade:

There is no true antidote. Nothing save purging can hope to rid one of the effects. However... Morphine (opiates) in small doses, taken repeatedly may lessen these effects. NS's last "employer" may have thought to try this to be safe as he intended to molest her. Thus her ability to overcome him in the end, he was doped up.

Death Description:

Their skin grows cold and breath shallow, halting. 

There is no outcry as the body draws together... for their voice is lost, only an open mouthed silent scream. 

Their wide eyes are nearly black as though the color has been crowded out. 

Hands jerk, fingers twitch... until the last effect begins to ease their suffering with paralysis. 

Then a smile, an odd relaxed smile, of one whose knowledge and cares of this world have been taken from them. 

A few moments of painless, thoughtless bliss perhaps... or so it seems.

Usage:

Can be a liniment, plaster, alcohol extract, tincture, ointment... ie, surface work better/faster than internal.

narcotic - diuretic - sedative - antispasmodic - mydriatic (dilates pupils)

Symptoms of poisoning:

Strange indescribable feelings with giddiness, yawning, staggering or falling on attempting to walk; dryness of mouth and throat, sense as of suffocation, swallowing difficult, voice husky; face at first pale later suffused with a scarlatiniform rash which extends to the body; pupils widely dilated; pulse, at first bounding and rapid, later becomes irregular and faint. 

Treatment:

Lavage of stomach, also colonic irrigation; morphine in repeated small doses hypodermically; amyl nitrite by inhalation, artificial respiration 

Immunity on Walpurgis, the Witches' Sabbath?


Yes, I am still in my obsessive mode. Yes, I am seeing more similarities and
coincidences than I can even believe. I knew only that Nightshade was the cool
name of a medicinal/poisonous plant and decided to burden a character with that
property. What I am now discovering is quite gratifying in that it fits so
damned well. If this starts to make you yawn... you know where the delete
button is. I saved a tidbit or two for NS to impart to Tyralor if/when
appropriate. <grin> - Diana -

Tidbits from Nightshade research: 

~ Botanical name - Atropa Belladonna - Atropos was one of the Fates who held
the shears to cut the thread of human life. (Don't you love that phrasing?)
Belladonna is said to record an old superstition that at certain times it takes
the form of an enchantress of exceeding loveliness, whom it is dangerous to
look upon.

~ Deadly Nightshade is of course Belladonna, but the lesser version is often
called Bittersweet... Interesting, no? 

~ The Nightshade family of plants is narcotic. Deadly Nightshade flowers are
purple, the berries black. (Bittersweet or woody Nightshade berries are red but
flower is still purple hence it is often confused for Belladonna.) If I knew
the plant's color scheme when I selected NS's deep bluish purple wardrobe, it
was subconscious.

~ The fibers (tissue?;) of the leaves, stems, roots are more poisonous than the
juice (fluids?;) of the berries which are sweet and therefore dangerously
tempting to children. (whoa) More readily effective applied topically and with
less danger than when applied internally. (Amazingly consistent with my
premise!)

~ Grows best in gravelly soil, even stony in some parts, with a chalk subsoil.
(Um... Does that make Tyralor a perfect growing medium? hehe Or is the
symbolism I draw from this too obscure?)

~ It increases the rate of the heart by some 20 to 40 beats per minute, without
diminishing its force. (May or may not be useful info, but interesting, I
thought.)

~ According to old legends, the plant belongs to the devil who goes about
trimming and tending it in his leisure, and can only be diverted from its care
on one night in the year, that is on Walpurgis*, when he is preparing for the
witches' sabbath... usually April 30th. (At the rate NS & Tyr are going <smirk>
they might actually risk real contact on this night... in case it might mean an
amnesty or immunity of sorts from NS's effects. But she wouldn't know anything
about that or she would have tried it before now. hehe)

*wal.pur.gis night \väl'purges\ 1 : the evening preceding May Day : the evening
of April 30 believed esp. during medieval and Renaissance times to be an
occasion when witches celebrate a sabbat 2 : something (as an event or
situation) having an orgiastic or nightmarish character {Walpurgisnacht} 


"Lyte urges [Nightshade] growers 'to be carefull to see to it and to close it
in, that no body enter into the place where it groweth, that wilbe enticed with
the beautie of the fruite to eate thereof.' "
http://www.botanical.com/botanical/mgmh/n/nighde05.html

http://www.botanical.com/botanical/mgmh/mgmh.html is the main index page if you
are curious about other herbs/poisons/etc.





